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Working Wheds Keep Families Working
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WHEELS OF SUCCESSINVITESHILLSBOROUGH & PINELLASEMPLOYERS
TO HELP EMPLOYEES SECURE A RELIABLE CAR

Non-profit group helpsworking families by providing affordable second-hand vehicles;
plansto give 20 vehiclesto families on Labor Day Weekend

TAMPA (Aug. 7) -- Wheels of Success, the HillsboroughCounty based non-profit group, plansto give
away 20 cars on Labor Day Weekend to some of the bay area3 hardest working residents.

Orhisis our first annud Labor Day car giveaway,Osaid Susan Jacobs Wheels of Success founde. Ot@
very appropriate tha we®e doing this on Labor Day weekend, because welde all about hd ping working
families continueto work. Withoutreliable trangportation, many low-income people lose ther jobsor
find it difficult to make ends meet because a dispropottionae amount of thar earnings goes to repairs
and car payments.

Tampaisthe highest cos metropolitan city in the county for trangortation cods, accordingto the
Center for Urban Trangortation Research (CUTR). Forty percent of the working poor'sincomeis
spent on transportation asopposed to 24.6% of the general population’'s. Thebussystem is not only
inadequae, running infrequently and with very few routes, butit does notrunin theevening or on
holidays when many hoitality employees work. Parents working until 5 pm and taking a bus(or
busses) to pick upther children from daycare findit amog impossible to ge there by the 6 pm
deadline

How to Recommend a Potential Car Recipient

QWe uudly find the clients we hd p through recommendaionsfrom Metropolitan Ministries and other
church organizations or referrals,Osaid Jacobs This time, we®e asking employers to consder
employees who are: low-income; have been working for at least the past 30 days,; and have seriouscar
issues. Employers who want to recommend an employee are asked to visit Wheels of Success at:
www.wheslsofsuccess.org and fill in theinformation requested at the green O Want to HelpQlink (upper
righthand comner) onthe home page Then, go to Q\pplication for Referral Employer.O

(ray it ForwardO

Clients receiving a vehicle buyGit from the program by making monthly payments based on ability to
pay, aswell as donding 5 service hours pe month to the organization. These payments enable our
Clients to make a difference and hdp Wheels of Stccess to keep rolling and serving others.

(more)
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QWe cannotover-emphasize theimportance of ardiable car. It hdpsthem arrive at work dependably;
ge ther kidsto school; shopfor groceries and be active in the community, said Jacobs When they have
something reliable; it@ amazing wha kind of improvement it makes that touches all aspects of their life;
both at work and at home. And asther life improves, they moveto a point where they want to try and
hep others the same way.O

Therecipients of the carswill be announced at the Labor Day Car Giveaway at Sears Automotive,
Westshore Plaza on Sept. 4™, The event beginsat 10 AM. It is sponsored and made possible by
Altrusa International, Tampa Chapter, which contributed a $10000grant and Bill Currie Ford,
which assists Wheels of Success with vehicle contributions.

Whesdls of Sucess was incorporated in 2003to hdp families obtain or continuework by providing them
with reliable trangportation througha program of car repairs, vehicle replacement, related licenang
services, car payments, down payments and car-care classes in both Hillsboroughand Pindlas countes.
To dae, Wheels of Success has assisted 75 families and 48 of them have received vehicles. Wheels of
Success hopesto assist 50 families next year aloneand to expand into Pasco County before theend of
2006.
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